Increased protective activity against acid precipitation of poly(U) in the serum of tumor-bearing mice.
Transplantation of leukemia L1210 cells into DBA/2 mice and of Ehrlich ascites tumor cells into BALB/C mice resulted in a significant increase of protective activity against acid precipitation of poly (U) in the serum. The increase was observed as early as one day after the tumor transplantation and seems to be connected with cancer growth, since inoculation of L1210 cells into BALB/C mice did not affect the protective activity, evidently as a result of their well established inability to cause cancer in this strain. Furthermore, no increase of activity was observed when bacteria were inoculated into mice, or when the latter were partially hepatectomized. The results suggest that the protective activity against acid precipitation of poly (U) could prove to be a tumor marker for the early detection of cancer growth.